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Anyone
who graduates college
earns a degree in religion — the religion
of materialism. What more satisfying
and fulfilling occupation does western
civilization have to offer than the
pursuit of wealth?

Our
present day
environmental W_“'r_—_""“‘"--—- 4

crisis is a lot like
the story of a madman starting
forest fires. Constantly at work on this
planet, the madman has left a trail of death and
destruction. Nuclear wastes, hazardous chemical
wastes, acid rain, the destruction of the rain forest,
the tundra, the salt marshes, James Bay, the depletion
of the ozone, the greenhouse effect, oil spills and the
contamination of the seas, the effects of Chernobyl,
Three Mile Island, landfills, Styrofoam, fluorocarbons,
endangered species — all these are just some of the
madman’s forest fires. As soon as he starts one, we run over
to where it is and put it out. We spend millions, even billions of
dollars in an effort to put an end to some particular facet of his
destruction. But it seems like we are always one step behind him.
Somewhere else another fire is starting just as soon as we’re getting
the first one licked. # So who is the madman causing all the problems?
Is it us? Or the greedy rich? Or the giant corporations? Or the politicians?
No. Man is certainly a guilty accomplice in all these acts of destruction, but man
isn’t the madman himself. It’s really not that simple. The madman in the story is really a
spiritual being, the evil angel that most people call the devil or Satan. More than just a force or a
mythical creature with horns, a goaty beard, and a long tail, the evil one is a potent ruler; in fact, he
is the mastermind behind the spiritual system that controls much of what goes on in the world. This
madman has long been bent on the destruction of the earth. # One of his earliest attempts created the
conditions we read about in the beginning of the Bible. Most people are familiar with Genesis 1:1,
“In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.” Verse two, however, may be a bit
baffling: “And the earth became formless and empty, and darkness was over the surface of
the deep...” Something strange had happened in the period between verse one and verse two.
What made it “formless and empty” and brought a veil of darkness over the surface of the
deep was the work of the evil one. It’s not like God to make something that is a ruin and a
mess. ® Had the evil one gone unchecked for long, the earth would certainly have become
uninhabitable. This is what prompted the earth’s Creator to engage in the work of
restoring it — bringing back the light, the sky, the dry land, and the plants and
creating new animal life to replace what had been lost. The culmination of that
week of work was of course, man, who was placed in a restored portion of the
earth called the Garden. His task was to spread out from the Garden
with his children and restore all the other parts of the planet, wresting
the control of it out of the hands of the evil one and back into the
hands of his Creator. s This hasn’t been done yet. 22 But don’t give up
hope. One day the whole earth will be restored to what the Garden was
like. One day the madman’s forest fires will come to an end. One day,
a people will capture him by their unity and see him chained in the
abyss and ultimately judged. # Who do you think will do it? Who
do you think will have the unity, the peace, and the love in their lives
to finally bring this about? The people I think who will do it are
described in the scriptures. They will be people who belong
to a new twelve tribe Israel who are living a tribal life
in communities in twelve different tribal
areas on the earth.
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was created
just a little
lower than
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We are His image
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’ more people

are overtaken by their
selfish ambitions, the further they
drift from the image of God, and the
purpose for which they were created. Pure
love cannot be found through someone’s
selfishness. The empty husk of love that
people settle for in selfishness eventually passes
away. They get connected to an evil realm,
which promotes living for themselves with
little or no thought for how they ruin the lives
of others. They soak themselves
in drugs and alcohol, trying to
escape the screaming voice of
their conscience. They can’t
help but dig the same grave

8reat things,
beings that k

“I thought I could begin life over again with new
friends, in a new location. I hated what I had become,
and all the lies I had told to cover over the shame and guilt of

h the Hoj S for SIyone willing to my life. 2 “Oh, what freedom! A new start! 2 “But wait... What
compels us 1 | us. And He, the Spjr'}; tl‘) Elt listen. +2 was this? How foolish I was! My fatal flaw could not be healed by
0 live, n 1t of Lov, | ing t it findi t of friends. I had
Who lived, ding ot for ourselye e, merely moving to a new city, or finding a new set of friends. I ha

§ anymore,

tried to believe everything would change, but in the end I found
that / was the problem.
I was trying to run
away from
myself.” 2

but for the One

<« AS
I grew older
and my personal
experiences multiplied,
I would meet that fatal
\\ flaw within me time and
time again. Though often
naive to how I caused pain
in others, the pain was real.
The tears were real. The
anger was real. There is a certain
deep frustration, a hopeless soul-scream that comes when the ingrained,
hurtful ways of two people in a relationship clash, neither of them able
to see his own fault. Pride draws the battle lines, humility flees, and
unwilling to yield, you close the gates around your heart and lash out,
blaming others for everything that is wrong. 2 “Though young, in
the prime of my youth, and coming from a good family, I was being
effectively trained to live for myself, sever ties with any who would call
attention to my personal faults, and try to satisfy an ever-increasing
desire for pleasure. The pride in my soul was being built up like an
ancient walled city, which I thought was impenetrable. Shockingly, this
was all happening in the background of my life without me knowing.
I was completely unaware of the change that was taking place in me.
My experiences and choices were forming my character. I had no
idea how deep these poor choices would drive the roots of
loneliness into the most secluded recesses of my soul.” 42
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fore that night as I lay on my back in the middle of
on Peabody campus. I had always thought of the stars as
mething called the sky that hung over my head all the time.
. noticed that they were up there, and maybe I was glad they were
changed my point of view. Spread-eagle on a patch of grass, somehow clinging to
felt myself suspended over a vast, deep darkness. I imagined myself falling into it, if
1e, and thought about how far I would fall. I got the sense that some of the stars were
ined that I would fall past these stars first, and then others, and then others, and then
1 my mind, the stars rushed past me in the blackness like snowflakes under a streetlight.
2d a few minutes, but the impression stayed with me forever. And I'm really grateful the
at night and drop me into space. I can’t imagine how lonely I'd be right now if it had. s
us, people tell me, that just about the only thing that can travel through it is light. And

.. Traveling at this tremendous speed, it still takes four and a half years for the light of the
Scientists say it is 26 trillion miles away, whatever that means. # Anyway, both our own
t star are part of the Milky Way galaxy. I’ve been told that when we look up at night and
> on the edge of our own galaxy, looking in. And if we were able to travel at the speed

1 thousand years to get to the other edge of it. And that’s just our own galaxy, one of
s in the universe. If we tried to reach the nearest other galaxy, it would take us two

- the speed of light. #» Man dreams of space travel. I grew up reading books about it.
w vast the universe is, it is really sobering. I mean, really, how much space travel can
rt life span with his little putt-putt rockets? £ So here we are, clinging to our warm,
s of the Milky Way in an endlessly expanding universe, some of us wondering what
rs of us just trying to keep the grass mowed. Practically the last thing that would
that the trillions and trillions of solar systems in the inky depths of space were
for us to live in forever and ever because we are the most wonderful
creatures ever conceived of in the mind of God. »

. .. all the
sands of the seas
. and oceans were
~ gone, eternity would
just be beginning.
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The story is
told that when our Master
Yahshua rose from the dead, none of
his disciples would believe he was alive
until they had seen him with their own
eyes. Do you know how he responded to
their unbelief? He showed himself to them
and gave them many convincing proofs of
His resurrection. Yes, that’s right, he didn’t

curse them for not believing. Instead, He gave
them wvisible evidence of his triumph over death. And he isn’t going to treat the rest of the world

any different. He’s not going to require them to believe unless he shows them something. +2 The way
it works is simple. Messiah Yahshua’s message is made up of commands. That is why the Bible speaks
of obeying the good news. Those commands teach his disciples how to love each other the way he loved
them. Only when his disciples love as he loved will the world “get the connection.” Only then will the
world know that he was sent from heaven to take their place in death. Only then will they know that God
loved them just as much as he loved his own Son. 42 You see, obeying his commands results in a radical life,
one that differs starkly from the self-preserving existence of the world. The evil spirit who rules the world
holds all of its people under his power by the fear of death, but obeying Messiah frees a person from that
power. Such a life of obedience actually brings a person into another kingdom — placing him under the
authority of heaven. £ When the world sees the disciples of Yahshua the Messiah dwelling together in
unity, denying themselves for the good of their brothers, it proves something. It shows that there
is a power at work on the earth greater than man’s natural ability. Man can naturally be
tolerant of others, or even help those less fortunate than himself, but he can’t
forsake his own interests to live entirely for others. 4

the brotherhood of
man that began with those
first disciples is being restored on
the earth. It could not be imagined
into existence. It is coming about
because that same Holy Spirit has come
upon a people who gave up everything
for Messiah’s sake. It is not the product of a
group of people with a common philosophy,
who seek to refine their character, ennoble their
human nature, subject themselves to a rigorous
discipline, or pursue a political agenda. You cannot
enter it or bring it about by the strength of your
will. You cannot even achieve it by polishing up your
behavior according to principles you can read about in the
Bible. The only way into the brotherhood of man is through
death — the death of your fallen, sinful nature. And the
only way to bring about that death is to come to Yahshua, to
His disciples who represent Him on the earth,
surrender your life as you are baptized
into the life He is establishing right
now — a foretaste of the age to
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that all of us would
ndous fear and be

shocked to the cor€ of our being when
we discovered that to have this new life
we had to utterly abandon and literally
give up all the security that we acquire

in our lifetime, leave it all behind, and begin
to put all our trust in Him. Instead, we woul

get our security from heaven. We would get our
yalues from His words and instructions to us. We
would have to begin to trust Him to meet all our
needs and wealth we had to build this
new nation. What an mspirational calling! What an
awesome cost! ing His lifetime, He is
not looking for individuals who are willing tO forsake

everything, but for those who will actually do it—
give it all up for Him — just like He did for us! That
is the cost — everything. There is nO short cut. His
encouragement to all men is, «Do not be afraid, little
flock [to forsake everything, all your possessions],
for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you
the kingdom [this new nation of those who
have given all]. Sell your possessions and
give 10 the poor. Make purses

for yourselves
that do not wear out, and unfailing treasure
in heaven, where no

moth destroys. For
where your treasure is, there your
heart

will be also.” 2
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Yahshua is the Hebrew name for Jesus
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COMMUNITIES IN
THE UNITED STATES

TENNESSEE
Community in Chattanooga 900 Oak St.
Chattanooga, TN 37403 42 (423) 752-3071

Community in Pulaski 219 S. Third St.
Pulaski, TN 38478 2 (931) 363-8586

GEORGIA
Community in Savannah 223 E. Gwinnett St.
Savannah, GA 31401 A% (912) 232-1165

ommunity in Brunswick 927 Union St.
Brunswick, GA 31520 42 (912) 267-4700

NORTH CAROLINA

Community in Asheville, 9 Lora Lane
Asheville, NC 28803 % (828) 274-8747
Community Conference Center
(between Statesville and Hickory, NC)

471 Sulphur Springs Road

Hiddenite, NC 28636 2 (828) 352-9200

. VIRGINIA

] Stoneybrook Farm (Washington DC area)
15255 Ashbury Church Road

Hillsboro VA 20132 A2 (540) 668-7123
VERMONT

Community in Island Pond P. O. Box 449
Island Pond, VT 05846 42 (802) 723-9708
Basin Farm P. O. Box 108

Bellows Falls, VT 05101 A2 (802) 463-9264
Community in Rutland 134 Church St.
Rutland, VT 05701 32 (802) 773-3764
MASSACHUSETTS

Community in Boston 92 Melville Ave.
Dorchester, MA 02124 AR (617) 282-9876
Community in Hyannis, 14 Main Street
Hyannis, MA 02601 A2 (508) 790-0555

» Community in Plymouth 35 Warren Ave.
SPlymouth, MA 02360 A2 (508) 747-5338

‘W HAMPSHIRE

Community in Lancaster 12 High Street
Lancaster, NH 03584 A% (603) 788-4376

NEW YORK

Oak Hill Plantation 7871 State Route 81

Oak Hill, NY 12460 A® (518) 239-8148
Common Sense Farm 41 N. Union St.
Cambridge, NY 12816 22 (518) 677-5880
Community in Oneonta 81 Chestnut St.
Oneonta, NY 13820 A2 (607) 267-4062
Community in Ithaca 119 Third Street
Ithaca, NY 14850 A® (607) 272-6915

|
|
|
R )
k)

PageR,ead M°|' eo oo

httm?;/e logether., . o Community in Bethel 177 Perry Road
alz);é ';“;ellh P Cochecton, NY 12726 4R (845) 583-1071
s, age 4 IVetribeg .
ttp://t v arti Civetribes. org,/ MISSOURI
e C;V;;i‘;etnbes Org/articleg e} h];ile. /””t/l 2 thay. . ZllefS/ SIgn-of-eng = Community on the Lake of the Ozarks
http:/t o ]_[7” € Ustve-dregm D: /twelVeU‘ibeS org/art: htt .//e Members. . 1130 Lay Ave, Warsaw, MO 65355
twelvetribeg : ast-wordg “Ot8/articles/kypp oo, : P/twelvetripe . 2 (660) 438-2541
e fried oy, bra :Org/amcles/radica] Hardpy g, cobain- $ocial-ordey S.Org/artlcles/new_ = (0o
http://twel‘,em-b is... http://twel\}]g’?g knows., . UL thirgy y, Stepping Stone Farm Rt. 2, Box 55
Woodstock es.org/articles/place-to bel b ave yoy everrlszs'oizg/artides/desjre ? tfp-‘// fWeIVerrJi}ngsc;.r' /ab g Weaubleau, MO 65774 38 (417) 428-3251
~Oelong- ttp: rwazc, ult -01g/a
Page 2 & Tanowelvetribeg oo e ere com 0ubrand-nery. COLORADO
hot? 7 5}’63‘6”[ day http-/;t ;21{7 taj.}bl here. les/love-letters http; //fWelc\fentf'lgced"' Community in Manitou Springs
p: twelvetrip, . fhou' etr1 €8.01g/st0ri rememp 1 eS.Org/abom/ 41 Lincoln Ave, Manitou Springs, CO
htf”//ﬂf us c}ll]dii;rg/sOCIety/One-step behing A f[oiit: disor Orles/ajone—with-my. Yahshuae;lad bsol, d0you- 80829 A2 (719) 573-1907
P://twelyetr; “oeund pep. Plays. http:; 20soluzel,
B etribes.org/apgi g . D://twelyerp: twelverrip, - CALIFORNIA
htt;}?/z/ttw 211” g ar“deS/hlpplec rit Page 5 nbes'org/3ED/the-prom1 . htot ‘?’ the bmth:f};:;rogéar ticles/barrie, Community in Vista 2683 Foothill Drive
i Vetribeg, . D:/twelvetr; Vista, CA 92084 A® (760) 295-3852
:,Iong Ore/articles Why-cant-ger. b ti;“j/ Drezry gy of-man etr‘bes-Org/arricks/brorherh Nllso:ning Star Ran(ch 1)2458 Keys Creek Rd
" :/twel D 00d- .
S;gg}}l A mans h‘e’ztf;b%-org/am-des ultimag )‘:ahge 7 Valley Center, CA 92082 8 (760) 742-8953
S the nay, ttp:// €-purpo, ahshua p,
http://ew Yure. . twelvetrip, se 4 Rnew r),
elvetrib, Ver €S.0rg/artj . http.‘//tw . crat.., . . aps
e e/;”"’"epeop/ees org/aI”UCIes/bamer http:/j/}tbvggjéeteeg{x e 1Cles/rek1ndljng_the_ﬁre ere 7o g:ett;;})e&org/articles/jn o For information on communities
; 2 1) . -sec g -
s ovelvetribes org/a i e tbes.orghtories/home; http: welyerrip gl Hrity in other countries, call
http'//tg/ef ! coulq. cles/foreverp7 ilg hhh... | ands-of-my, htot a/f‘f’son has... Or8/articles/ barrier
home Vetribes, or, . tp:/ftwel P twelvetripes, ; " - R
Aa?[ g/storxes/ﬁndmg_Way_ Dinaj, st0 Vetribeg Ofg/amc]es/beat 0 then, dpes ;be:org/arnc]es/botmm_]- 1 888 TWE LVE T
http ff@zﬁ, Ode{r. . http://twelvetr,'b'e's' Ing-heary http:/(twelvetribes giog}/ia rti e SRR I
er’s ge ovne;rzlzf 8-0Ig/stories/nor. my Page ¢ 'Org/“orieS/grateful http?//ltivgc‘z;hsh-léa-.. rHicles/bottom-ine or visit our web site |
. ng... ~Hy-cro, R i etri
http.//rwelvetribes.Or farti ™ ﬁ Was fascingroy € was g s[mp[geS.Org/ Yahshua/the.py,
Ze” the sympoy garticles/ bottom-Jine ttp://twelvetrlbe.s. .Org/ gttp://twel"etribesnz)an} e an
1P/ twelverpifs. eeds qye articles/kn oyt ke the scq -O8/yahshua/hy, ;
get-a] ibes Ol'g/aruc]es/why cant http:/ftwelyery Wohim-love-pip,  http:/twepye s 0% - Man-flesh ——

www.twelvetribes.org



